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derived from the iron at Al Hadida, which again is the site
of Wabar. It was indeed to the ruins here that Hamad ibn
Sultan doubtless referred in speaking to Mr. Thomas of the
' foundations of a fort once to be seen but now covered over
with sand.' And Al Hadida lies only 10 miles south-west of
Faraja and Umm al Hadid.
So much for the previous history of the investigation of the
problem of Wabar. Early in my present journey I began to
have some sort of idea of what I might expect to find. But
the impression conveyed to me—as it had been in 1918 and
as Mr. Thomas gathered in 1931—was definitely one of two
sites at some distance apart. I had pricked up my ears when
'Ali, in speaking of the Faraja neighbourhood, had mentioned
the wells of Umm al Hadid. That had recalled Jabir's
mention of Al Hadida ; and Salim, as the author of one of
the three wells, had been called upon to enlighten my curio-
sity. Yes, he had said, it was many years ago I was in those
parts with grazing camels and we dug out the well as the
other two were choked, but it is not there that lies the iron.
That is half a day to the eastward, perhaps more perhaps
less, God knows. It is long since I saw it, but I did see it with
these eyes and I could find it again. We used to graze our
cattle there in the pastures, but God knows, it may be buried
in the sand. Yet I can take you to the place and perchance
we may find it. But what will you do with it ? You cannot
carry it away. It is very large. How large ? I asked. Well,
he replied, it is long since I saw it, but my memory is that it
is very large, a great block of iron, perhaps as big as a camel,
or smaller a little, or maybe larger. Perhaps, I suggested,
we could cut a bit out of it to take away and leave the rest.
You could do that, he replied delighted at my intelligence—a
favourite theme with him—for So-and-So did take a bit of
it and had it fashioned into a knife in the Hasa. Could you
find me that knife ? I asked. If So-and-So would sell, I
would buy it. God knows, he said, but that was long ago—
he may have it yet or he may not. It was from that iron the
wells took their name, for it was Sa'id, the father1 of Jabir
whom we saw at Jabrin, who sank the original wells,
1 More probably grandfather, I think.

